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ISSUE 6: Short Breaks Update April 2010 
 
We are continuing to work to transform Short Breaks for adults with learning 
disabilities.  In this issue we will update you about the new support provider and 
there are photos of the site where the construction of Clarence Gardens, the new 
short breaks unit, is underway. There is news too about Signpost, the new 
directory to help carers find information and services. 
 
Development of a new Short Breaks unit  
 
The new building  - Clarence Gardens 
 
The builders started on 1st March as planned and there was a start on site event 
on 18th March attended by Councillor Cummings, the portfolio holder for Family 
Services.  The builders made sure everything was safe so the service users could 
attend and there were also parent representatives.  More photos will be taken as 
the building progresses and these will be included in future editions.  Service 
users, parents and carers will be invited to look at the new building when it is ready 
and people considering a move to Clarence Gardens from Cypress Road will of 
course be encouraged to have a look around before deciding. 
 

 
Start on site event 
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Lawefield Lane site March 18th 

 
 
 

                   
Lawefield Lane site April 12th 
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Support Provider Tender-Cypress Road and Clarence G ardens  
 
The tender process for the support provider attracted a good level of interest and a 
shortlist of organisations was drawn up, based on their responses to the written 
application.  Those shortlisted were then interviewed by a panel which also 
included a parent representative.   
The successful organisation has been named as The Wilf Ward Family Trust, a 
charity based in North Yorkshire, which has services in Goole and Swillington.  The 
Trust has good experience in running short breaks services for people with 
learning disabilities, including for those with complex needs, and Family Services 
have every confidence in their ability to do so in Wakefield District. 
A date has been arranged at the end of May for service users and carers of Batley 
Road and Cypress Road to meet with the support provider and find out more about 
The Wilf Ward Trust. 
Meanwhile, if you would like to find out more and have access to the internet, the 
website for The Wilf Ward Trust is: 
 

http://www.wilfward.org.uk/  
  

If you would like more information on the new short stay unit please contact: 
Rebecca Squirrell 01924 303164  

 rsquirrell@wakefield.gov.uk  
 
 
Changes to the Short Stay Unit at Normanton  
 
The work in the front garden has been completed.  It already looks nice but will 
soon come into its own as the plants develop and the trees come into leaf.  This 
will make a more attractive welcome to people visiting for the first time or returning 
for their stay. 
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Contract carers  
The new idea of a Contract Carers scheme has been agreed and the work to 
implement this has gone over to the Shared Lives Team (formerly called Adult 
Placement Team). They are looking to recruit a worker to manage the scheme and 
find new carers. Meanwhile if you know anyone who may be interested in 
becoming a Contract Carer in their own home please contact Cheryl Hamer at 
Shared Lives. 01924 302681 
 

ThheeSignpost    

 
This is a new directory for carers, which was launched at the Carers’ Development 
day in February.  It aims to help you find your way around the range of different 
services and support available to adults with learning disabilities and their carers in 
the Wakefield District.  It is the result of 2 years work by the Carers’ subgroup in 
direct response to carers views that finding out about services and support can be 
difficult.  It contains a wealth of information to help carers understand how the 
services in Wakefield link together. It has been well received so far and copies can 
be obtained by contacting the CTLD teams below. They will be signed out to you 
so that your name can be added to the list of people who will receive updates to 
insert as the information goes out of date and is replaced. 
 
Alternatively you can read the directory on the internet 
 
http://www.wakefieldldpb.org.uk/NoticeBoard/default.htm and click The Signpost 
under “Related downloads” 
 
 
 
For more information on short breaks for yourself p lease contact your Care 

Manager. 
 

Community Teams for Learning Disabilities- Normanto n 01924 302400 
Community Teams for Learning Disabilities- Outwood    01924 303485 

 
 


